
I start this yarn with hesitancy for, 
in it, I have to publicly admit that 
at my old school (circa 1948) I was
a bit of a clown, show-off and,
according to The Beak, a bit of a
bully. The Headmaster decided to
award me a ‘last chance’ special
punishment by ‘seriously
suggesting’ that I take on the
onerous and highly embarrassing
chore of  school-charity secretary.
This meant gently prising donations
on a regular basis for the Barnardo
Children’s Homes charity from
school and staff. 

Maybe you remember those
special collecting boxes? The little
papier maché house-like money
boxes that possessed an ‘ever-
open door’ – the catchword of their
charity. I hated it – despised and
loathed it. So on the day I left
school I drop-kicked that ******
house with its ‘ever-open door’
over the nearest school goalposts,
vowing to stay clear of charity (and
trouble) in future.

I immediately joined the Royal Navy
where, it just so happened, there
was a need – and a vacancy – for
divers. So, after vigorous training, 
I became a Shallow Water Diver.

Within days of passing the course, 
I found myself drafted to a frigate
heading east, which stopped off for
a breather in Hong Kong. With 
up-to-date Royal Navy underwater

practical rules and regulations
paramount, there I was, down
some 50ft or so, off Stonecutter’s
Island in Hong Kong Harbour.
There is a very strict rule in the
Royal Navy that all divers work in
pairs, and though you may not
know your partner personally, you
could totally rely on his expertise,
ability and professionalism. I
recollect this particular day under
instruction I was wearing a clumsy
diving suit known as ‘clammy
death’ – a cumbersome piece of
equipment, self-contained with
one’s gas bottles but allowing little
mobility. It was universally dreaded,
for there was no way one could
move quickly in an emergency. 

So, here I was, working in the
gloomy, wet and spooky
atmosphere, when something went
drastically wrong with my self-
contained gas supply. I glazed over,
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my limbs went soft on me and
slowly I mentally wandered off into
another world. In fact, I blacked out!
Fortunately my partner hovering
above me was equal to the situation
and instigated immediate
emergency recover procedures. 

I came to in the Hong Kong Naval
Hospital, luxuriously and
comfortably convalescing in clean
linen sheets, where I received an
unexpected visitor. It was the diver
chappy who had acted so promptly
and saved my life. He asked me if I
minded if he stayed a while and
cool off (for air conditioning was a
luxury in the tropical heat in those
days). Naturally I responded with
“Yes, go ahead mate!” I then
started enthusiastically opening my
letters. Whilst I was flicking through
the pages of a letter from my
parents, I glanced up and noticed
he was not reading anything. Out
of idle curiosity, I asked him if he
had any mail, to which he replied
“No”, and I suppose I followed up
with an automatic “What? None
from your Mum or Dad?” To this,
he replied, “No, I haven’t got any
parents. I’m an orphan – I was a 
Dr Barnardo Boy.”

So today on my bookshelf stands 
– pride of place – a Dr Barnardo
papier maché collecting box with
its ‘ever-open door’!

“Shore! You’re a bully, sir!” The Headmaster paused
for breath. “What are you, Shore?”
“A bully, sir” was the meek schoolboy reply.

DMGT Pensions have made a donation 
to Barnardos for the use of this image



My association with Associated Newspapers goes
back 50 years. I started in January 1958 as a
telephonist under manager Sid Smith.

At the time of the Great Train Robbery in 1963, I
recall ringing the News Editor and the Picture Editor
on the Evening News to get an early start. This we
did quite regularly. When President Kennedy was
assassinated, I was on evening shift and on the News
the board lit up like Christmas fairy lights, as it also
had done when the Munich air crash happened.

I transferred to the Buying Department in 1968 as a
Goods Checker Storeman. Working in two service
departments I got to know many people personally,
including management and directors. I had a hands-
on role with the transfers of hot metal and the
transfer of the company to Kensington.

When I first went to the new building it was still a
building site. I worked with the builders John Laing
and the project team to see the delivery of furniture
and fittings and lay out before the departments
transferred from Fleet Street, then going back
afterward to see the old machinery and metal taken
away for scrap, which was a very sad time.

I took my pension on ill health in 1991 after having
had many operations.

I would like to say how much enjoyment I get and
recall the names and memories when I read Press On.

Bryan Gooding 
ex-Associated Newspapers

Veterans’ Badge  - former HM Armed Forces
Until recently there had been available, to ex-
members of HM Armed Forces a ‘Veterans’ Badge’;
this was restricted to anyone serving until 1945.
However, a while back it was decided to redefine the
term ‘veterans’ to anyone who had served in HM
Forces from 1945 to 1959. This would include many
of our members who were called up for National
Service between 1947 and 1960.

I am aware that most of them could hardly wait to
be released and did not want to join any ex-service
organisations, but the ones I have come into contact
with have either been unaware of the badge’s
existence or have been thrilled to own such a
superior quality badge – it really is worth having,
complete with small jewellery box.

On production of name, service number etc., it can
be obtained from, at the last information available:

Veterans’ Agency, Tomlinson House, Norcross,
Blackpool, FY5 3WP 
Or
Freephone: 0800 169 2277
Overseas: +44 1 253 866 043
email: veterans.help@spva.gsi.goc.uk

www.veterans-uk.info/vets_badge/vets_badge.htm

Mr R Lister
ex-Daily Mail, London

Editor – we note that the criteria have recently been
updated again to include all those who have served in
HM Armed Forces. 
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The Blue Bird
An arc of brilliant blue,
Irradiated jewel, 
Sped gracefully into
the infinite cerulean heights of heaven,
An instant did it stay,
A shining, vivid splash,
And then it sped away, 
And lost itself in cloudless aeons of space

Barbara Clinkskel
ex-Courier Media Group, Tunbridge Wells

Trevor’s travels
Trevor Thorley, ex-The Mail on
Sunday, has kindly sent us these
two photos taken during his
travels in Noosa, Queensland. 

Brian’s Black Watch
boat trip
I thought that I would let you and my former
colleagues at Harmsworth Quays know what I 
have been up to.

Earlier this year I did half of a world cruise on a
Fred Olsen cruise ship as a Dance Host; that was 
57 days dancing with the single ladies on board.
The cruise started at Dover, sailed to the
Caribbean, through the Panama Canal and all the
way across the South Pacific, including Tonga and
Tahiti. We went to a lot of places in New Zealand
and then I flew home from Australia. While I was
in New Zealand I visited old press room colleague
John Drake who now lives in Auckland, close to his
children and grandchildren.

All the best

Brian Burns
ex-Harmsworth Quays Printing

Brian onboard cruise ship Black Watch.

Nick does a runner 
– the sequel!
What a surprise to see my name in lights in the
Summer 2007 edition of Press On – in ’Nick does a
runner’ by the then Northern Editor, Peter Clowes.
It was faithfully related as it happened with one
minor difference. That’s me in the photo, taken in
November 2007, holding the bag in question. No
wonder it had aroused the suspicion of the plods -
but what self-respecting IRA bomber would lurk
around Manchester in the wee small hours carrying
a bag clearly labelled ‘Aer Lingus – Irish’?

I won it in a raffle and, 33 years on, I use it as a
document case. I was one of the subs made
redundant in May 1987 and am seeing out my final
working years at the
Daily Express. Now
that has been a totally
different experience! 

All the best

Nick Hill
ex-Daily Mail,
Manchester 
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Aberdeen Journals Ltd
Mr AGK Bisset 12/12/2007
Mr JW Reid 07/05/2008
Mr VP Shand 27/02/2008
Mr GT Stephen 27/06/2008
Ms S Wilson 20/06/2008

Argus Shield Ltd
Mr TG Alexander 05/02/2008
Ms IM Farrant 28/09/2008
Mr BC Heard 05/04/2008
Mr FP Norris 26/05/2008
Mr CJ Parrish 08/12/2007
Mr FW Wiseman 12/06/2008
Mr PJ Alderton 24/11/2007

Associated Newspapers Ltd
Mr DJ Anderson 17/07/2008
Mrs M Appleton 18/01/2008
Mr HP Arch 26/08/2008
Mr AS Arnold 11/03/2008
Mr AW Attwood 07/04/2008
Mr FJ Avery 17/04/2008
Mr AG Axford 21/07/2008
Mr WEJ Baker 22/07/2008
Mr FG Batters 17/04/2008
Mr EJP Bean 29/04/2008
Mr DR Blanks 10/08/2008
Mr R Boachine-Mensah 17/03/2008
Mr RG Bourne 07/02/2008
Mr JB Braby 30/07/2008
Mr D Brear 19/01/2008
Mr J Bremner 04/06/2008
Mr KC Brown 17/02/2008
Mr GR Burns 11/10/2008
Mrs JJ Campbell 15/08/2008
Mr JP Carnac 26/04/2008
Mr AE Carter 17/09/2008
Mrs AJ Castleton 02/07/2008
Mr M Chaplain 07/11/2007
Mr R Charles 05/04/2008
Mr RW Child 05/05/2008
Mr AE Churly 07/07/2008
Mr GW Cohen 16/02/2008
Mr TWG Collard 05/06/2008
Mr MJ Collier 18/12/2007
Mr RH Collins 08/11/2007

Obituaries
We regret to announce the death of the following DMGT pensioners.
Our condolences go to their families and friends

Mr D Collins 13/01/2008
Mr NG Cook 19/04/2008
Mrs J Cooke 13/10/2008
Mr PC Corpe 14/12/2007
Mr K Crowley 29/03/2008
Mr BE Darby 29/02/2008
Mr R Day 09/12/2007
Mr WR Dodd 09/05/2008
Mr ML Dodd 28/09/2008
Mr JR Downing 31/08/2007
Mr KW Dunkin 09/01/2008
Mr RA Ellis 21/10/2008
Mr WR Elmore 16/10/2008
Mrs HM Elsey 09/08/2008
Mr R Evans 01/05/2008
Mr AJ Featherstone 18/07/2008
Mr WCA Filkins 18/02/2008
Mr RM Findlay 23/04/2008
Mr AE Fisher 27/04/2008
Mr F Flaherty 27/12/2007
Mr N Fouracre 21/12/2007
Mr JSJ French 16/01/2008
Mr GP Garlick 11/07/2008
Mr KP Gebbie 23/11/2007
Mr WH Gibson 28/09/2008
Mr CE Girdler 29/02/2008
Mr A Graham 23/03/2008
Mr W Harding 07/02/2008
Mr RJ Harris 30/12/2007
Mr KJ Haskell 11/01/2008
Mr DG Henman 02/12/2007
Mr NCR Hill 09/10/2008
Mr R Holmes 10/10/2008
Mr HS Hudspith 09/10/2008
Mr TWH Hunt 08/04/2008
Mr G Hyde 20/09/2008
Mr J Jeeves 12/09/2008
Mr SH Jeffery 24/07/2008
Mrs JL Kirby 02/03/2008
Mr HW Kirby 22/09/2008
Mr J Lawless 20/11/2007
Mr JG Lechmere 25/08/2008
Mr ID Levack 03/12/2007
Mr MA Lotinga 17/04/2008
Mr WD Lovett 27/12/2007
Mr FA Lovett 19/08/2008
Mr AW Major 21/12/2007

Mr WD Marshall 30/05/2008
Mr EW Martin 09/05/2008
Mr CG Matthews 07/11/2007
Mr W McCormack 18/01/2008
Mr PM McKeigue 23/09/2008
Mr TF McMahon 10/07/2008
Mr RJ Morbey 18/05/2008
Mrs JE Morfill 03/06/2008
Miss BW Muir 14/05/2008
Mr J Murphy 08/12/2007
Mr R Nevill 16/01/2008
Mr EW Nichols 08/02/2008
Mr PA Nicholson 10/07/2008
Mr AR Noon 31/12/2007
Mr FC Norfolk 27/02/2008
Mr WR Notley 14/08/2008
Mrs MM O'Connor 29/07/2008
Mr JW Olsen 11/02/2008
Mr BL Ovenell 24/01/2008
Mr D Overy 06/02/2008
Mr AG Owen 05/09/2008
Mr RT Parker 20/12/2007
Mr GT Parks 16/11/2007
Mr DA Paterson 02/04/2008
Mr ER Perry 18/11/2007
Mr FH Petley 03/01/2008
Mr KF Piper 30/11/2007
Mrs J Pook 24/12/2007
Mr B Potter 22/10/2008
Mr GH Preedy 14/06/2008
Mr TW Price 25/05/2008
Mr G Pullar 19/07/2008
Mr JD Radcliffe 04/02/2008
Mr A Rodgers 09/07/2008
Miss JL Saunders 06/02/2008
Mr RD Saunders 12/04/2008
Mrs SG Scott 17/06/2008
Mr SH Sewell 29/04/2008
Mr DH Sewell 03/12/2007
Mr RR Sharkey 03/11/2007
Mr FC Sheppard 20/02/2008
Mr LG Shrimpton 14/04/2008
Mr JA Smith 10/12/2007
Mr MG Still 13/03/2008
Mr GW Stone 21/03/2008
Mr WG Sutton 18/01/2008
Mr WR Swain 05/01/2008
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Mr HG Thorne 25/07/2008
Mr RB Tidy 19/12/2007
Mr CW Toyne 11/02/2008
Mr CM Tyrie 05/02/2008
Mr J Wallwork 09/07/2008
Mr HE Watson 09/02/2008
Mr TH Widdows 09/02/2008
Mr JA Wilkins 18/02/2008
Mr E Wilkinson 29/07/2008

Bristol Evening Post & Press Ltd
Mr ARW Blake 01/08/2008
Mr CG Brewer 29/03/2008
Mr CAT Clarke 11/01/2008
Mr KW Hill 12/05/2008
Mr JL Howe 07/06/2008
Mr FNJ Howell 30/09/2008
Mr RJM Jay 29/04/2008
Mr TA Johnson 20/02/2008
Mr AJ Lee 03/06/2008
Mr RR Sage 08/08/2008

Cornwall and Devon Media Ltd
Mr WJ Tonkin 19/03/2008
Mr AJ Wakley 20/05/2008
Mr JS Page 10/02/2008
Mr GC Burley 09/08/2008

Courier Media Group Ltd
Mr GW Till 11/04/2008
Mrs RA Vernon 25/02/2008

Daily Mail and General Holdings Ltd
Mr PJ Saunders 08/02/2008

Derby Telegraph Media Group Ltd
Mr JE Boulter 26/02/2008
Mr PE Jepson 13/03/2008
Mr AE Viner 18/12/2007

Essex Chronicle Media Group Ltd
Mr RA Holt 18/07/2008
Mr JA Perry 14/11/2007

Euromoney Institutional Investor PLC
Mr CTR Leefe 09/05/2008

Gloucestershire Media Ltd
Mr AG Errington 26/12/2007

Grimsby & Scunthorpe Media 
Group Ltd
Mr P Hayhurst 13/05/2008
Mr AG Wiltshire 27/01/2008

Harmsworth Quays Printing
Mr SA Auborn 21/11/2007
Mr E Cox 19/04/2008
Mr KW March 22/11/2007

Leicester Mercury Media Group Ltd
Mr DT Grewcock 27/11/2007
Mr MF McIntosh 27/08/2008
Mr R Shaw 03/06/2008
Mr F Vasey 21/04/2008
Ms BJ Veal 17/07/2008

Lincolnshire Media Ltd
Mr GE Bone 28/09/2008

Mail News & Media Ltd
Mrs D Marshall 16/06/2008
Mr SF Newham 31/05/2008
Mr MB Phillips 08/01/2008
Mrs GE Stott 21/09/2008

Northcliffe Fleet Services - Bristol
Mr JCE Loud 08/02/2008
Mr CP Pickford 10/06/2008

Northcliffe Media Ltd
Mr JCS Gibb 16/12/2007
Mr AW Wright 02/02/2008
Mr G Clark 16/04/2008

Northprint Manchester Ltd
Mr PM Baker 05/07/2008
Mrs J Leatherbarrow 09/01/2008
Mr GK Taylor 16/07/2008

South West Wales Media Ltd
Mr DNJ Anthony 27/06/2008
Mr FJ Bennett 23/04/2008

Mr PJ Finn 02/09/2008
Mr RT Symons 07/04/2008
Mrs LE Trehearne 26/11/2007
Mr LG Workman 05/04/2008

Southwest Media Group Ltd
Mrs PM Baker 13/10/2008
Mr GA Gammon 12/10/2008
Mr G Morrell 11/08/2008
Mr EJ Tooze 01/07/2008
Mr JA West 23/09/2008
Mr H Curnow 04/08/2008
Mr M Hoskin 02/05/2008
Mr GW Irish 10/03/2008
Mr JM Mahony 25/09/2008
Mr EG Norman 03/11/2007
Mrs CDR Tremain 15/03/2008
Mr C Widdup 31/03/2008
Mr J Ross 01/02/2008

Staffordshire Sentinel News 
and Media Ltd
Mr IK Dulson 17/10/2008
Mr R Graham 17/09/2008
Mr PH Johnson 24/03/2008
Mr DF Stoddard 18/10/2008

The Cheltenham Newspapers Co Ltd
Mr LG Eddolls 07/02/2008

Trinity Group Ltd 
Mr DE Crump 27/07/2008
Mr J Ward 06/03/2008

Western Gazette Co Ltd
Mr RS Glover 27/09/2008
Mrs AVL Wills 20/02/2008

Some of you have asked us if we can

provide more information on this page. 

We would really like to be able to do this;

however, due to the way our database

has been set up, we are limited in what

we can print. For example, we can only

show the name the employing company

is currently known by.



Your updates

Dates for next year are as follows:

Tuesday 7 April 2009

Tuesday 8 September 2009

Tuesday 15 December 2009

The Christmas Reunion on 12 December 2008 will
be our 40th. The first was in 1995 and was held in
the Globe Public House in Shoe Lane. After a few
years it closed down - nothing to do with the
Evening Standard meetings as far as I know! We
now meet at the City Retreat, Shoe Lane from
11am. All past and present members of Evening
Standard Circulation will be most welcome.

Jimmy Sidnell 
ex-Evening Standard

The Evening 
Standard reunions

To all ex-Evening Standard stereotypers – 2009
makes it 21 years since leaving Fleet Street so, to
celebrate, we are having a get-together in the Olde
Bell pub, Fleet Street, at midday on the first Friday
in July (and also the first Friday in December). 
If you can make either date, please call 
Barry Humphrey on 01708 741 642. 

Barry Humphrey
ex-Evening Standard

Fleet Street reunion

In 1947, two
young lads
joined the
Evening
Standard.
Peter Peyton
and Derek

Taylor became
messengers under the watchful eye of the late
Ernie Bridge, where they refreshed the journalists
with their constant demands for tea. After
National Service, both worked in the
Correspondence Department before Peter joined
the Sports Department and soon became a sports
journalist. Derek had longer to wait before
becoming Administration Manager.

After 61 years together, they still see each other
for lunch and always on July 28th, the anniversary
of their meeting and joining the Company. They
are also joined by Stan Panton, who was already
there in the Library, and their wives. 

Apart from the usual aches and pains that come
with age, they are trying to stay mentally alert and
age gracefully! Having worked for over 40 years at
the Evening Standard they are both enjoying their
retirement and wish to be remembered to all their
friends and colleagues.

Derek Taylor
ex-Evening Standard

Fond memories…

Puzzle solutions
1. (b);  2. (a);  3. (b);  4. (c);  5. (b);  6a Tuesday;  6b Friday;  6c Thursday.

Numbers: 1   2   4   5   7   8   10   11   14   17   20   22   25   28   40   41   44   47   50   52   55   58   70   
71   74   77   80   82   85   88   100

John, whereas Peter had had “had had”, had had “had”. “Had had” had had the examiner’s approval. 




